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on the grounds that it 'might have been a rebel sub-
marine/ At that period it was well known that the
rebels had no submarines, had no shipyards capable
of building one, and no crews trained for the work.

The failure to get the war ended before December
was a blow both to the British Government, and even
more to the two Dictators. It was, in fact, a general
nuisance. Signor Mussolini, however, has the real
gambler's temperament. He will never accept a loss
if there is any chance of regaining it by doubling the
stakes. He had miscalculated the strength of the Spanish
regular army, the unpopularity of the Church and the
landlords, the courage and tenacity of the Spanish
peasants and working men in the north and east, the
* efifectiveness of the Trade Union organization, and the
difficulty of street fighting in a hostile city, such as
Madrid or Barcelona. He had failed to allow for that
wave of popular feeling which had caused thousands
of men to hurry individually to Spain and offer their
services to a Government which they felt was being
crushed because it was democratic and opposed to the
privileged classes. He had not foreseen the possibility
of Russia following the example of Italy and Germany,
and shipping munitions and aeroplanes to Barcelona.
His first move had failed, but he was not in a position
to accept defeat in view of the continued reports of
difficulty in Ethiopia, and of his commitments to
Germany. The second phase began at the end of
November, and November 25th was the date on the
mobilization papers of many Italian soldiers captured
at Guadalajara less than five months later.